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Globally 
Total cases – 965,246 
Total deaths – 49,236 
  
In the United States 
Total cases – 217,263 
Total deaths – 5,151  
  
Administration 
  

• President Donald Trump said his administration is considering ways to compensate 
health-care workers with supplemental hazard pay as they grapple with the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

o “It’s something we’re discussing in terms of bonus or bonus pay,” Trump said 
Wednesday evening during a White House briefing. “They’re like warriors, 
they’re like soldiers,” he said of doctors, nurses and other health-care workers 
dealing with the pandemic. 

o The administration has previously signaled it would pursue hazard pay for health 
workers as part of a phase four emergency plan with the U.S. Congress. The call 
for additional pay has come amid reports that many hospital employees are 
caring for coronavirus patients without adequate protective gear, like masks. 

• Vice President Mike Pence, speaking at the same briefing on Wednesday, said the 
administration is “making great progress” in procuring equipment for the health 
workers and wants to ensure that they are compensated for working under hazardous 
conditions. 

• President Trump says at White House coronavirus briefing that he doesn’t see how it 
would hurt for the general public to wear a mask amid the pandemic.  

o It could also be a scarf, which is “actually better”: Trump 

• The White House is debating whether to advise Americans to wear masks in public to 
protect one another from Covid-19, as officials examine whether there’s a genuine 
public health benefit and worry it may undermine social distancing. Still, Trump’s 
coronavirus task force is nearing a consensus on the matter and could issue guidance 
within days. 

o But a second official said it’s not likely masks will be recommended in the short-
term because the task force is still discussing the issue. Trump’s administration is 
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awaiting a report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which 
Vice President Mike Pence said hasn’t been finished yet. Trump’s task force “will 
bring those recommendations to the president at the appropriate time,” Pence 
told CNN. 

• The U.S. is launching “enhanced counter-narcotics operations in the Western 
Hemisphere,” President Trump says at coronavirus briefing at White House. 

o Trump says U.S. must be vigilant to ensure cartels, terrorists, criminals and other 
bad actors don’t try to exploit the coronavirus pandemic for their own gains 

o Pentagon chief Mark Esper at briefing says Venezuela’s Nicolas Maduro and 
others rely on the traffic of drugs 

• President Donald Trump said his administration is weighing whether to halt flights from 
some of the cities hardest hit by the coronavirus outbreak -- including New York and 
Miami -- but is wary of further harming the airline industry. 

o Trump did not specify what scale of flight restrictions he was considering, or 
which cities would be affected. The White House did not immediately respond to 
a request for more information. 

• “It’s on the table,” National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director 
Anthony Fauci says about whether U.S. has any plans to restrict domestic travel amid 
virus outbreak. 

o Issue is being discussed, but no decisions have been made, Fauci says in CBS 
interview 

o “We look at that literally every day,” Fauci says 

• President Trump says he will meet with big oil company executives on Friday and 
maybe also executives from independent companies on Friday or Saturday.  

o Meeting will include Exxon Mobil CEO Darren Woods, Chevron’s Mike Wirth, 
Occidental Petroleum’s Vicki Hollub and Continental Resources Executive 
Chairman Harold Hamm  

o Among the topics expected to be discussed are possible tariffs on oil imports into 
the U.S. from Saudi Arabia, and relief from the Jones Act that requires ships that 
transport goods between U.S. ports to be American flagged, according to a fifth 
person. 

• President Trump says his administration is looking at using military hospitals for civilians 
if they are needed during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Trump at White House news briefing also says he’s considering building two 
additional hospital ships 
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• When asked Wednesday evening during a coronavirus task force briefing why he didn't 
issue a universal stay-at-home order for the entirety of the country, President Trump 
implied that some states are basically fine when it comes to the disease. 

o "There are some states that don't have much of a problem,” he said. “There are 
some, well they don't have the problem, they don't have thousands of people 
that are positive or thousands of people that even think they might have it, or 
hundreds of people in some cases." 

o The President said there should be some sort of flexibility among the states 
depending on how bad individual states situations might be. 

o “You have to look — you have to give a little flexibility. If you have a state in 
the Midwest, or if Alaska for example doesn't have a problem, it's awfully tough 
to say close it down. We have to have a little bit of flexibility,” Trump said. 

• Universities have been called by the White House coronavirus coordinator to develop 
tests quickly that could screen an entire health system for Covid-19 antibodies. State 
Department immunologist Dr. Deborah L. Birx at yesterday’s White House coronavirus 
briefing challenged researchers to develop tests by Friday used to detect antibodies and 
antigens in the blood. The tests would then be given to front line health-care workers 
who could have the peace of mind of knowing if they had unknowingly been infected 
and had developed immunity to the virus, she said 

• Cruise ships should be ready to care for passengers and crew with Covid-19 and other 
flulike symptoms at sea, the U.S. Coast Guard has advised in a memo dated March 29, 
saying medical evacuations are contributing to strained health-care resources in the 
Southeast. The Coast Guard isn’t saying it will refuse evacuations or not let ships dock. 
The advisory applies to cruise ships flying foreign flags -- virtually the entire industry.  

• President Trump says Congress should pass legislation that will allow businesses to 
deduct expenses on meals and entertainment on their taxes to help the restaurant 
industry during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “This will bring restaurants, and everything related, back - and stronger than 
ever,” Trump says 

• The IRS has issued a FAQ page for small- and mid-size businesses trying to navigate paid 
sick and family leave tax credit during the coronavirus outbreak 

• Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin convened a call of the Task Force on Nonbank Mortgage 
Liquidity on March 30 to discuss conditions and activities in the mortgage servicing 
markets, Treasury says in emailed statement. 

o “Ginnie Mae and the Federal Housing Finance Agency will continue to monitor 
closely the markets and the condition of the nonbank entities that service Ginnie 
Mae, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac MBS” 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q84BGUMB2SJO
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm965
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• Russian medical supplies to help the US combat the Covid-19 pandemic landed in New 
York on Wednesday afternoon, the Russian mission to the UN tweeted out. 

o The mission tweeted that the supplies would “help local communities and 
hospitals in their crucial action against the spread of #coronanvirus.” 

o The New York Air Traffic Controller thanked the Russian pilot when the plane 
landed at JFK airport.  

• About 24% of sailors on carrier Roosevelt already tested for coronavirus, Acting Navy 
Secretary Thomas Modly says in Pentagon briefing. 

• Pandemic Response Accountability Committee says additional inspectors general will 
serve as members: 

o Mitchell Behm, Mark Bialek, Kathy Buller, Rae Oliver Davis, Phyllis Fong, Susan 
Gibson, Allison Lerner, Jay Lerner Paul Martin, Michael Missal, Tammy Whitcomb 

o NOTE: Special Inspector General for Pandemic Oversight will also serve on the 
cmte once nominated by President Trump and confirmed by Senate 

• The Pentagon is seeking to provide as many as 100,000 military-style body bags for 
potential civilian use as the U.S. warns that deaths could soar in the coming weeks from 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

o The Federal Emergency Management Agency has requested 100,000 body bags, 
known as Human Remains Pouches, through an interagency group that directed 
it to the Defense Department. The Pentagon is looking into buying more bags 
and will draw some initially from a stockpile of 50,000 it maintains, according to 
two people familiar with the request. 

• Grand Canyon National Park announced its closure “immediately” in a press release 
Wednesday evening. 

• Treasury Dept and IRS announce that Social Security beneficiaries who are not typically 
required to file tax returns will not need to file an abbreviated tax return in order to 
receive their stimulus payments. 

o Payments will be automatically deposited into their bank accounts: statement 

• The Strategic National Stockpile is deploying the last round of shipments in its 
inventory, depleting the bulk of its protective gear, a source familiar told CNN. 

o The official said the stockpile was never meant to serve as the only source of 
protective gear for the entire coronavirus response and the states would need to 
get more supply from the private market.  

o The official stressed that the stockpile, which is managed by the Department of 
Health and Human Services, will never be completely depleted as they always 
retain a small percentage for the most critical needs.  

https://www.ignet.gov/sites/default/files/files/PRAC-press-release-additional-members.pdf
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• As states around the country issue "stay-at-home" orders amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, firearm and ammunition retailers have been designated an 
"essential service," according to updated guidance from the federal government.  

o Christopher Krebs, director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency, identified "firearm and ammunition product manufacturers, retailers, 
importers, distributors, and shooting ranges" as critical infrastructure in the 
updated "Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce" advisory, which was issued 
over the weekend. 

o The list is intended to be advisory and not to be considered "the exclusive list of 
critical infrastructure sectors, workers, and functions that should continue during 
the Covid-19 response across all jurisdictions." 

• General Terrance O’Shaughnessy, who oversees US military operations in North 
America, said Wednesday there “is actually an increased demand signal, not a 
decreased demand signal for securing the southern border,” regarding possible migrants 
who test positive for coronavirus coming across the border 

o As such, he said the military is “increasing our presence on the southern border.” 
o In the same briefing, Lt. Gen. Laura Richardson, the commanding general, US 

Army North, said there would be an 540 additional troops sent and they would 
be arriving “very soon.” 

• Nearly 300 US Department of Homeland Security employees have tested positive for 
coronavirus and more than 8,500 are self-quarantining and self-monitoring, according to 
data provided by the department to congressional staff and obtained by CNN. 

• The Department of Housing and Urban Development yesterday announced a tailored 
set of mortgage payment relief options for single family homeowners with FHA-insured 
mortgages who are experiencing financial trouble due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

• State Dept has repatriated more than 30,000 Americans from overseas, says William 
Walters, managing director for operational medicine for the Bureau of Medical Services. 

o Greatest demand from Central and South America in addition to south Asia, 
Walters tells reporters 

• The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits more than doubled to a 
second straight record, highlighting the devastating economic impact of the coronavirus 
as shutdowns widened across the country. 

o A total of 6.65 million people filed jobless claims in the week ended March 28, 
according to Labor Department figures released Thursday, as many stores and 
restaurants were forced to close across the nation to mitigate the outbreak. The 
prior week’s level was also revised up slightly to 3.31 million. 

http://www.cnn.com/2020/04/01/politics/guns-essential-service/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2020/04/01/politics/guns-essential-service/index.html
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• The rules for faculty and student interactions in online college programs would be 
tweaked to reflect current online instruction in proposed regulations that Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos released Wednesday.  

o DeVos released the new distance education regulations almost a year after a 
negotiated rulemaking process in which the Education Department appointed 
industry and consumer representatives to negotiate new rules for online 
education and college accreditors. 

o She argued the new rule was even more timely because of the rapid shift toward 
online teaching driven by the outbreak of novel coronavirus in the U.S. over 
recent weeks.  

• FCC says it paved the way for hundreds of rural phone and broadband providers to 
waive fees that would have been incurred by customers experiencing economic 
challenges due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o These include late payment fees, installation/cancellation fees for consumers 
signing up for, or looking to switch providers of, Digital Subscriber Line 
broadband services in order to work from home or access remote learning, 
according to agency statement  

o FCC’s Wireline Competition Bureau has approved waiver requests from the 
National Exchange Carrier Assn. and John Staurulakis Inc. to allow the two 
organizations to quickly implement tariff changes 

• The Federal Reserve will let Wall Street banks take on more leverage so they can absorb 
some of the stress the central bank has seen in Treasury markets, the agency 
announced Wednesday. 

• U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said only homeowners who have lost their jobs 
because of the coronavirus crisis will qualify for new government programs that let 
borrowers put off mortgage payments. “If people don’t have jobs and people have 
hardships, they can forbear,” Mnuchin said in a CNBC television interview today. “If 
people do have jobs, we expect those people to continue paying mortgages 

• The EPA is stepping up enforcement against companies making unproven antiviral or 
disinfectant claims and touting products.  

• China rejected the American intelligence community’s conclusion that Beijing 
concealed the extent of the coronavirus epidemic, and accused the U.S. of seeking to 
shift the blame for its own handling of the outbreak. 

• DOJ today announced that it is making $850 million available to help public safety 

agencies respond to the challenges posed by the outbreak of COVID-19. The Coronavirus 

Emergency Supplemental Funding program, authorized by the recent stimulus 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/04/02/2020-05700/distance-education-and-innovation
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legislation signed by President Trump, will allow eligible state, local, and tribal 

governments to apply immediately for these critical funds. (HERE) 

• The Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service today launched the 

Employee Retention Credit, designed to encourage businesses to keep employees on 

their payroll. The refundable tax credit is 50% of up to $10,000 in wages paid by an 

eligible employer whose business has been financially impacted by COVID-19. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Internal Revenue Service are offering 

small and mid-size employers more information on refundable tax credits that 

reimburse them, dollar-for-dollar, for the cost of providing their employees paid sick 

and family leave wages related to COVID-19. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor today announced new action regarding how American 

workers and employers will benefit from the protections and relief offered by the 

Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act and Emergency Family and Medical Leave Expansion Act, 

both part of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA). The department’s 

Wage and Hour Division (WHD) posted a temporary rule issuing regulations pursuant to 

this new law, effective today, April 1, 2020. (HERE) 

• The Office of Foreign Labor Certification released Round 2 of frequently asked 

questions regarding COVID-19. The Round 2 FAQs address potential issues regarding the 

H-2A temporary agricultural labor certification program. (HERE) 

• The US Food and Drug Administration wants to remind the public that there is no 
evidence of the coronavirus pandemic posing a threat to food safety. 

o "The food supply remains safe for both people and animals. There is no — and I 
emphasize no — evidence of food or food packaging being associated with the 
transmission of Covid-19," Frank Yiannas, FDA deputy commissioner for food 
policy and response, said during a call with reporters today. 

• The Democratic National Committee is postponing the party’s presidential convention 
in Milwaukee to August 17, the week before the Republican Party’s convention, a 
Democratic official briefed on the decision said. The delay from July 13 came after likely 
nominee Joe Biden publicly called for the convention to be rescheduled in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

  
Capitol Hill 
  

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said her chamber will create a special committee to 
oversee the government’s response to the coronavirus outbreak, including how the $2.2 
trillion from last week’s stimulus plan is spent. 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-makes-850-million-available-help-public-safety-agencies-address-covid-19
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-employee-retention-credit-available-for-many-businesses-financially-impacted-by-covid-19
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm965
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/Pandemic/FFCRA.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200401
https://www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/pdf/DOL-OFLC_COVID-19_FAQs_Round%202_04.01.2020.pdf
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o Pelosi told reporters Thursday that the bipartisan committee, to be led by third-
ranking Democrat James Clyburn of South Carolina, will also seek to protect 
against price gouging and ensure that steps are taken based on science. The 
committee will have subpoena power, Pelosi said.  

o The committee’s aim will be to “ensure that the taxpayers dollars are being 
wisely and efficiently spent” to help save lives, Pelosi said. 

• As lawmakers around Capitol Hill contemplate a new package of Covid-19 
countermeasures following last week's $2.2 trillion effort, digital connectivity is shaping 
up to be a significant negotiating point.  

o Democrats will push for billions of dollars to close the online Homework Gap and 
help low-income households with connectivity. On Wednesday, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi also led her Democratic chairs in a renewed infrastructure push 
that would wrap in $86 billion for broadband efforts. 

o Republicans, meanwhile, have called for regulatory relief to help telecom 
carriers build out and upgrade networks during the pandemic.  

o Covid-19 stimulus cash could also go to the deployment of software-based radio 
access networks, a key issue in 5G rollouts and seen as a way to counter the 
hardware dominance of China's Huawei. 

o And beyond broadband, TV and radio broadcasters will probably seek a rescue as 
advertising revenue tanks.  

• The next coronavirus stimulus bill should provide a tax incentive for U.S. refiners who 
use domestic oil, says Republican Sen. Kevin Cramer. 

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell tells the Washington Post he will move slowly 
on considering any follow-up coronavirus aid legislation, and will ignore attempts by 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to jump-start discussions. 

o Pelosi in statement responds by saying she will carry on, the newspaper reports 

• Sen. Warren (D-Mass.) on Wednesday fired off a series of letters calling for Uber Eats, 
Grubhub, DoorDash and Instacart to reclassify their delivery contractors as employees 
and provide them expanded paid sick leave if they have come in contact with the 
coronavirus. And in a separate missive, Rep. Joe Kennedy III called several of the same 
companies plus Lyft to provide all their workers with greater hazard pay and paid sick 
leave. 

• House Homeland Security lawmakers want a congressional commission to evaluate 
how prepared the U.S. was for a global pandemic to better position the country for the 
next public health crisis, Homeland Security Chairman Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.) said 
today in a statement. Thompson and other lawmakers plan to unveil a bill to create an 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/mcconnell-says-pelosi-should-stand-down-on-passing-another-rescue-bill/2020/04/01/a9ac7fbe-737f-11ea-87da-77a8136c1a6d_story.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=18521e79f9eb2dcd191ac004cd027a427d89c08c1dd0864f60f191815bd4eb38bc8523e9d11476d589075dab953b4c1f
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=18521e79f9eb2dcdaecd2561a5dbc3a086d6d83e8f7218de59f8503da4a330b6f89aa088d68f411832eb589c5b37d461
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independent commission, demanding a “full accounting.” The task force would be 
modeled after the 9/11 Commission, Shaun Courtney reports. 

• Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer tells CNN he’s sending President Trump a 
letter asking that he issue an order to give hazard pay to all federal workers who are in 
harms way due to the coronavirus pandemic response.  

o Schumer says Congress should ultimately pass legislation that would require 
everybody get extra pay for being on the front lines of the crisis 

o Schumer says if Trump does it now for federal employees, it would set an 
example for private sector employers  

• Schumer on Wednesday also said Trump needs to appoint a military commander to be 
his czar in charge of both producing critical medical supplies under the Defense 
Production Act and distributing supplies where needed 

• House Democrats say they will push as the next economic stimulus their massive 
infrastructure bill, which seeks more than $25 billion to replace aging water and 
wastewater infrastructure and help households pay their water and sewer bills.  

o The House Democrats’ package also proposed $34.3 billion in grid security and 
modernization, including $4 billion over five years to fortify the electric grid 
against severe storms and other climate impacts and ensure it can better 
accommodate more renewable energy.  

o The increased water funding would pay to “replace old water systems and build 
new ones” and help pay residential water bills, House Energy and Commerce 
Committee Chairman Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) told reporters on a press call. The 
bill assistance effort would mirror a similar federal effort that assists with home 
heating, the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Pallone 
said. 

• President Donald Trump reiterated his call for a $2 trillion infrastructure package 
Wednesday, saying he expected the U.S. “can borrow long term” to pay for it given low-
interest rates. He noted his total was more than double what congressional Republicans 
have floated, but warned Democrats to stay clear of injecting the Green New Deal or 
similar climate change policies into the measure. 

o House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) echoed Trump’s sentiment, 
saying Republicans “stand ready to work across the aisle to support the 
individuals and institutions” needed to fight coronavirus. 

• House Democrats are touting massive increases in drinking water and other water 
infrastructure in their package, including $22.9 billion over five years in the Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund (SRF), a program popular with states that has bipartisan 
support.  



 
  

COVID-19 4/2 UPDATE 
  
 

o They also would create a $2.5 billion grant program to help local drinking water 
systems combat contamination from perfluorinated chemicals and require the 
Environmental Protection Agency to develop effective treatment techniques for 
removing the chemicals from drinking water.  

• The report of 6.65 million jobless claims last week doesn’t reflect the real 
unemployment, which is much higher, Republican Sen. Marco Rubio tells Fox. 

o States are overwhelmed and don’t have capacity to handle all the claims being 
filed, he says 

• Leading House Democrats criticized the conditions the U.S. Treasury Department is 
imposing in exchange for providing emergency payroll-assistance grants to airlines, 
saying it undermines an agreement on legislation passed last week. 

• Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Representative Peter DeFazio, chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, called on the administration Wednesday 
to remove restrictions on $25 billion in grants designed to save airline jobs as the 
industry faces steep declines in travel due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o “We do want them to honor what our conversation was, which is that this is just 
a stopping off point for the check,” Pelosi said during a press conference. “It goes 
to the airlines and then quickly to the employee. We were very proud of that. 
We just don’t want to hold that up.” 

o Pelosi and DeFazio said there should be conditions on the $25 billion in loans 
authorized in the legislation for passenger carriers, such as collateral or taking a 
financial interest in companies. But the grants were designed to cover airline 
payrolls through September and shouldn’t face such restrictions. 

• “Allowing e-cigarettes to remain on the market during this period would harm children 
and adults throughout the country and exacerbate the coronavirus crisis in critical 
ways,” Raja Krishnamoorthi, chairman of House Oversight subcmte on economic and 
consumer policy, says in letter to FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn. 

o Subcmte requests the FDA to suspend all approvals of Premarket Tobacco 
Product Applications and commit to immediately clearing the market of all e-
cigarettes by prioritizing enforcement 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said talks between Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
and Ways and Means Chairman Richard Neal on funding for infrastructure are 
accelerating. 

o Pelosi told reporters Thursday that she spoke with Mnuchin the previous night 
about implementing last week’s coronavirus stimulus bill quickly and looking 
ahead to the next legislation, which could include infrastructure spending.  

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2020-04-01.RK%20to%20Hahn-FDA%20re%20Vaping%20and%20Coronavirus.pdf
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o The California Democrat said she and Mnuchin also discussed making sure 
seniors won’t need to file special tax returns to get the payments included in last 
week’s stimulus law. 

• Sen. Lisa Murkowski sends letter to Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin asking him to use his 
agency’s “significant discretion” to ensure access to federal loans for the oil and gas 
industry under the latest relief measure. 

o “Producing companies and the businesses that contract with them are being 
impacted not only by the market demand shock from the coronavirus, but also 
the Russia-Saudi Arabia power struggle against American energy,” she writes in 
statement  

• Democratic leaders in House Commerce Cmte ask FCC to make clear it won’t revoke 
broadcast licenses for airing protected speech; plea follows Trump re-election campaign 
threat over ad critical of president’s coronavirus response. 

o “By remaining silent, the FCC sends a disturbing signal that it sanctions these 
threats,” Representatives Frank Pallone, committee chairman, and Mike Doyle, 
leader of communications subcmte, say in letter to Republican FCC Chairman Ajit 
Pai  

• Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) said he’s considering legislation to ensure video 
conferencing services, like Zoom Video Communications, are providing sufficient 
protections of users’ privacy and security. 

o “If this trend continues and voluntary measures are not forth coming, almost 
inevitably there will be congressional and FTC action,” Blumenthal said in a 
phone interview yesterday. 

o He said that Zoom had acknowledged receipt of a letter he sent to the company 
on Tuesday voicing concerns about reports of campaigns of harassment and 
uninvited intruders into Zoom sessions known as “Zoombombing.” The FBI even 
warned about the hijacking of the videoconference service during the pandemic. 

• Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass) and 26 
other Democratic senators sent a letter yesterday to FCC Chairman Ajit Pai urging him to 
consider how repealing net neutrality could negatively impact public safety, universal 
access and broadband competition. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit upheld 
the Trump administrations repeal of the FCC’s net neutrality order last October and the 
FCC is seeking public comments on the D.C. Circuit’s decision. The comment deadline 
was extended, and comments are now due on April 20. 

  
State/Local 

https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=9CF3FD9E-DF7B-4B4F-931D-E5B9C0AE7829
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/4/murkowski-to-mnuchin-federal-loans-to-energy-industry-will-save-jobs-protect-security
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q7TCW2DWLU7G
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB393
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB483
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/FCC.4.2.2020.%20Letter%20to%20FCC%20re.%20Trump%20license%20renewal.CAT_.pdf
https://www.blumenthal.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.03.31%20-%20Zoom%20-%20Privacy%20.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/boston/news/press-releases/fbi-warns-of-teleconferencing-and-online-classroom-hijacking-during-covid-19-pandemic/layout_view
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/net%20neutrality%20public%20comment%202020.pdf
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• In a press conference this afternoon, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said he will be signing 
an executive order directing all Floridians to limit actions outside of their homes. 

o DeSantis has been one of the governors who has not yet issued a stay-at-home 
order for the state. 

o Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said religious services conducted in churches, 
synagogues and houses of worship are “essential business” and therefore 
exempt from this stay-at-home executive order announced this afternoon.  

o The stay-at-home order issued by DeSantis goes into effect at 12:01 a.m. ET on 
Friday.  

• Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak issued a formal stay-at-home directive for Nevadans and 
extended the non-essential business, gaming and school closures today, according to a 
statement from his office.  

o The stay-at-home order goes into effect at midnight Wednesday, according to 
the statement. 

o The closure of non-essential business, gaming establishments and schools is 
extended to April 30, according to the statement. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said NYC playgrounds will soon close. 

• New York City hospitals still need 3.3 million N95 masks, 2.1 million surgical masks, 
100,000 isolation gowns and 400 ventilators by this coming Sunday, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said at a press conference today. 

o He estimated that the city needs an additional 2,500 to 3,000 ventilators over 
the course of next week. 

• Former NYPD commissioner James O’Neill has been appointed to oversee the supply 
and distribution of personal protective equipment and medical equipment within New 
York City hospitals as the demands continue to grow as a result of the coronavirus crisis, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced in a press release on Wednesday. 

o In this role, O’Neill will “create, operationalize and manage a supply inspection 
regime within the hospitals to ensure the rapid turnaround of new supplies and 
verify each hospital is pushing needed equipment to frontline health care 
workers,” according to the mayor’s office. 

• Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp held a press conference Wednesday afternoon and 
announced that a state-wide shelter-in-place will go into effect on Friday. 

o "Tomorrow, I will sign a state-wide shelter-in-place order, which will go into 
effect on Friday, and run through April 13, 2020. This date is in line with our 
public health emergency order," Kemp said. 

o Kemp also added that public schools will be closed for the remainder of the 
school year. 
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• Pennsylvania has nearly 1,000 new coronavirus cases since yesterday, and the governor 
has extended his stay at home order until April 30. 

o “This virus is spreading rapidly. It’s in every corner of our state. It’s gotten into 
our nursing homes and our prisons and it’s filing up our hospital beds,” Gov. Tom 
Wolf announced today. 

• The Chicago Housing Authority will defer rent "for thousands of tenants in public 
housing," Mayor Lori Lightfoot said at briefing Wednesday.  

o Rent will be deferred through the end of the month, while the stay-at-home 
order remains in effect, she said.  

• A growing number of doctors and local leaders are calling on Gov. Bill Lee to issue a 
stay-at-home order in their state or, they warn, Tennessee "will become the next 
epicenter" of the coronavirus outbreak.  

• West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice’s order Tuesday prohibiting elective surgeries state-wide 
includes abortions, according to West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey. 

• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has closed K-12 schools for the remainder of the 
school year with an executive order suspending face-to-face learning. 

o According to a release from the governor, “district facilities may be used by 
public school employees and contractors for the purposes of facilitating learning 
at a distance while also practicing social distancing.” 

o The order says the buildings will be closed "unless restrictions are lifted." 

• Gov. Greg Abbott has ordered all Texans to stay home for the next month. 
o Abbott's executive order went into effect at midnight and "requires all Texans to 

stay home unless you’re performing an essential service or activity," Abbott said. 
o Residents must stay home unless providing essential services or doing "essential 

things like going to the grocery store," Abbott said in a video posted to his 
verified Twitter. 

• People leaving their homes for essential activities in California are not required to wear 
surgical masks, according to new guidance by the state's Department of Public Health. 

o "The guidance does not require people to wear face coverings – and is not a 
substitute for the state’s current guidance regarding social distancing and hand 
washing," the department said in a news release. "The state also does not 
recommend Californians use N-95 or surgical masks, which are needed for our 
health care workers and first responders who will be there for when our lives at 
risk." 

o The department also said that wearing a cloth face covering could provide some 
protection from the spread of the novel coronavirus. 
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International 

• Italy will extend the current lockdown measures it has in place until April 13, Italian 
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte said in an address to the nation today. 

• The UN climate change conference COP 26, which was planned for November in 
Glasgow, has been postponed due to the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

o A new date for the conference, hosted by the UK and other partners, has yet to 
be decided on and will be announced following discussions between the parties. 

• Mexico has urged its citizens to avoid nonessential travel amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, specifically asking them not to go to the United States. 

o The country's foreign ministry is calling on its citizens to avoid tourism or 
recreational travel, “particularly between Mexico and the United States,” 
according to a statement released Wednesday, as Mexico attempts to “mitigate 
the spread, transmission and complications of COVID-19 in the community.” 

o The government is also urging Mexicans who are permanent residents in the US 
wanting to reunite with families to “temporarily stop nonessential travel to our 
country,” the statement adds.  

• Russian President Vladimir Putin extended the paid “non-working” period in Russia 
until April 30 in an effort to slow the spread of the coronavirus.  

o "The threat is still there, the specialists suggest that the pandemic has not 
peaked yet worldwide, including in our country,” Putin said in a televised 
address. “Therefore I've decided to extend this non-working period until April 
30." 

• Saudi Arabia imposed an indefinite 24-hour curfew on the cities of Mecca and Medina 
to curb the spread of coronavirus, the Saudi Ministry of Interior said in a statement.   

o Last month the Saudi government started imposing curfews on cities, but 
gradually applied tougher restrictions after an increase in the number of 
coronavirus cases.  

• Thailand has announced an indefinite, nationwide curfew starting on Friday as cases of 
the novel coronavirus continue to rise, the country's Prime Minister, Prayut Chan-o-cha 
said in a televised broadcast. 

o Starting Friday, residents in Thailand will not be allowed to leave their premises 
between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. local time. 

o Prayut added some exemptions for those providing essential services. “There are 
exceptions for those with emergency reasons and those who are working in 
medical service, financial service, transporting essential goods, medicines, 
medical supplies," he said.  
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• Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will enter self-quarantine for seven days, 
his second time in self-quarantine, according to a statement from the Prime Minister's 
Office, after the country's Health Minister tested positive for coronavirus. 

• There are now 4 million French employees on partial unemployment support and the 
number is still “strongly increasing,” France’s Labor Minister Muriel Pénicaud said 
Thursday. 

o Under the scheme, firms can reduce their activity while asking the state for 
compensation to be redistributed to employees. 

o Employees on the minimum wage or in a part-time job will receive 100% of their 
usual salary, the minister said. 

• Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz announced earlier this week that wearing face 
masks in shops would become compulsory. The health ministry says this measure will 
take effect from April 6. 

o Shops and drugstores in Austria will be required to provide customers with a 
mask if they are not already wearing their own. 

• The Australian government will punish people convicted of illegally exporting masks, 
hand sanitizer or other personal protective equipment with hefty fines, officials said. 

o Home Minister Peter Dutton's office said in a statement yesterday that the fines 
were one of several new measures being adopted by the government to keep 
dwindling medical supplies inside the country. 

  
Private Sector 

• Starbucks says it will extend its temporary COVID-19 benefits for its U.S. employees, 
including higher hourly wages for those working and catastrophe pay for those who 
choose not to work or can’t work, until May 3.  

o “We feel these are important benefits to extend at this time, so whether you are 
taking care of a loved one, responsibly self-isolating, or choosing to stay at home 
for any reason, you can have the confidence that you do not have to choose 
between coming to work and your personal well-being during this crisis,” 
Rossann Williams, president of U.S. company-operated business and Canada, 
wrote in a letter.  

o “In fact, any partner who is sick, or feels more comfortable self-isolating for any 
reason can stay home and use Catastrophe Pay. Partners who are healthy and 
choosing to work will continue to receive an additional $3 per hour with Service 
Pay.” 

o Through May 3, Starbucks will also continue to operate with suspended indoor 
access at all of its 15,000-plus U.S. cafés. 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/starbucks-temporarily-closes-its-us-caf%C3%A9s-and-pledges-30-day-pay-233749649.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/starbucks-temporarily-closes-its-us-caf%C3%A9s-and-pledges-30-day-pay-233749649.html
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• PepsiCo today will announce a $45 million global initiative to help communities respond 
to the coronavirus, including distributing more than 50 million meals to food banks and 
other partners around the world that serve at-risk populations. The company set aside 
nearly $16 million for efforts in North America, which are primarily focused on nutrition 
for school children, as well as protective gear for health care workers and financial 
support for restaurant workers. 

• The UK’s largest supermarket, Tesco, confirmed to CNN it had rolled out a radio advert 
and social media campaign on Wednesday asking people to “think before you click and 
shop in store, if you can do safely." 

• Southwest Airlines Co. said it would apply for federal aid, becoming the second U.S. 
carrier to confirm it will seek assistance as the new coronavirus batters travel demand. 

o The discounter will file an application “to discuss the specific details regarding 
possible grants” to boost liquidity and provide staff job security, according to a 
U.S. regulatory filing Thursday. The carrier joins American Airlines Group Inc., 
which has said it would apply for as much as $12 billion in aid. Southwest didn’t 
say how much it would seek. 

• Flight attendant unions are calling on Treasury Secretary Mnuchin not to force U.S. 
airlines to provide equity stakes for government grants, arguing the move amounts to “a 
poison pill” that will lead to job losses. The latest stimulus allows for $25 billion in cash 
grants for airlines to cover workforce wages for six months—on the condition they offer 
U.S. officials an ownership stake. But that condition could keep carriers from accepting 
funds to meet their payrolls and wind up causing the job losses the grants were trying to 
avoid, the unions said in a lette 

• U.S. agriculture and trucking groups are asking Congress to raise the federal gas tax in 
an upcoming recovery package to cover needed upgrades to infrastructure. 

o American Farm Bureau Federation, American Trucking Associations urge for tax 
increase to pay for infrastructure upgrades in a letter to Senate Finance Cmte 
Chairman Chuck Grassley, House Ways and Means Cmte Chairman Richard Neal 
and the minority leaders of the two panels 

o Policy could be implemented “without adding a dime to a federal deficit that has 
exploded in recent weeks,” Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall and ATA 
President Chris Spear tell panels in letter  

• American Iron and Steel Institute, Steel Manufacturers Association, the Committee on 
Pipe & Tube Imports, Specialty Steel Industry of North America and the American 
Institute of Steel Construction ask in a letter that House and Senate leaders include 
infrastructure investment in the next phase of coronavirus stimulus legislation. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q813DZDWX2Q5
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1310627076?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
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o “Making a long-term and robust infrastructure investment now will not only 
respond to the urgent transportation system needs that are well known, but it 
also will create high paying jobs allowing businesses and families to recover from 
this extremely difficult economic shock,” according to the letter 

• Google will begin to allow some advertisers to run ads across its platforms that address 
the coronavirus, according to a Google memo sent to clients and obtained by Axios. 

• California Gov. Gavin Newsom announced yesterday during a press conference that 
Google is donating 4,000 Chromebooks to California students with the greatest needs.  

• Walmart will help the federal government procure surgical gowns to stem the shortage 
of personal protective equipment, after Trump placed a call directly to CEO Doug 
McMillon. The world’s largest retailer will delve into its sprawling global supply chain to 
identify a company to make an undisclosed number of gowns, a Walmart spokesman 
said by phone yesterday.  

• The National Air Carrier Association, which represents ultra low-cost airlines, on 
Wednesday said it opposes the minimum service requirements DOT has drafted for 
passenger carriers that take government loans or grants. The group claims DOT's 
methodology "unjustly discriminates against, and penalizes, air carriers that provide 
seasonal air services." NACA suggested that, instead, scheduled passenger airlines 
propose schedules for April and May, and then potentially be required to "serve 
underserved cities based on prior year service, adjusted for holiday and other seasonal 
demand profiles." 

 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=3249faa76f0abd66ac3962e269af68456090ea8f72bbfdf4c9afc870f5f551644c38ffb4a20fe20e0f4186a3044c5851

